Provisions of The Kinship Caregiver Support Act (S. 661/H.R. 2188)

1. Establishes a Kinship Navigator Program, which will help link relative caregivers, both inside and outside
of the formal child welfare system, to a broad range of services and supports that will help them meet the
needs of the children in their care. It also will help agencies more effectively and efficiently serve kinship
care families. State or local agencies, agencies serving large metropolitan areas, and Indian tribal
organizations or a consortium of tribal organizations may apply for the competitive grants.

2. Establishes a Kinship Guardianship Assistance Program, which will give states the option to use federal
funds for subsidized guardianship payments to certain relative caregivers on behalf of the children they are
raising in foster care. State agencies must take steps to rule out return home or adoption for the children
and take other steps to ensure that this placement is the best permanency alternative for the child.

3. Allows states to establish separate licensing standards for relative foster parents and non-relative
foster parents, provided both sets of standards protect children and include criminal record checks. This
provision recognizes that certain licensing standards for non-relative foster patents, such as requiring a
separate bedroom for each child, may not be appropriate for foster parents who are related to the child.

4. Requires state child welfare agencies to provide notice within 60 days of the removal of a child from the
custody of the child’s parents, to all adult grandparents and other relatives of the child, subject to
exceptions due to family or domestic violence.

5. Expands eligibility for the education elements of the Chafee Foster Care Independence Program to
include youths exiting from foster care to legal guardianship. This helps current and former foster care
youths gain access to higher education through tuition assistance in the form of Education and Training
Vouchers (ETV).

Background

Approximately 2.5 million children are being cared for by grandparents and other relatives without either parent
present. One in five of these children live below the poverty line and many of the caregivers live on fixed incomes,
but only about 30% receive any public financial support. Of the more than half a million children in foster care,
about a quarter are living with relatives. Research shows that children raised in foster care with relatives fare well.
When compared with children in foster care with non-relatives, children in relative foster care are: just as safe or
safer, less likely to have multiple placements, more likely to stay connected with siblings, and less likely to change
schools. Unfortunately, under current federal law the caregivers of these children are likely to lose the financial
assistance they received as foster parents to meet the needs of the child if they become legal guardians and provide
permanent homes for the children. S. 661/H.R. 2188 provide access to important suppottive services for relatives
caring for children in foster care, and those helping to keep children out of foster care.

To cosponsor the Kinship Caregiver Support Act, your members of Congress can contact:
HOUSE: Danny K. Davis (202) 225-5006 or email Jill Hunter- Williams Jill. Hunter-Williams@mail.house.gov;

Timothy V. Johnson (202) 225-2371 or email Jennifer Mascho. Jennifer.Mascho@mail.house.gov
SENATE: Hillary Clinton (202) 224-4451 or email Chelsea Maughan; Chelsea maughan@clinton.senate.gov;

Olympia Snowe (202) 224-5344 or email Amy Pellegrino Amy pellegtino@snowe.senate.gov

The following organizations support the Kinship Caregiver Support Act and can be reached for additional
information:

AARP: Larry White, Iwhite@aarp.org 202-434-3813

Alliance for Children and Families: Patrick Lester, plester@alliancel.org 202-429-0400

Child Welfare League of America: Branden Mcleod, bmcleod@cwla.org 703-412-2400

Children’s Defense Fund: Heather Swope, HSwope@childrensdefense.org 202-662-3568

Center for Law and Social Policy: Tiffany Conway, tconwav@clasp.org 202-906-8031

County Welfare Directors Association of California and the Public Children Services Association of Ohio: Tom Joseph,

tj@wafed.com 202-898-1444
Generations United: Jaia Peterson Lent, jlent@gu.org 202-289-3979




